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Clinical Problems with D rugs, Leighton E . Cluff, 
M.D., GeorgeJ. Caranasos. M.D., and Ronald 
B. Stewart, M.D. W. B. Saunders. Philadel-
phia. 1975. 
Despite the availability of a large number of 
useful books on drugs, the scientific and profes· 
sional community appears to have an insatiable 
appetite for more. This is probably because some 
needs for drug information continue to go unmet by 
the available reference sou rces. Cluff, Caranasos, 
and Stewart's book attempts to meet one of these 
needs. It is the first book on adverse effects of drugs 
to be organized by adverse effect rather than by 
drug . Since the c1inican is frequently confronted 
with adverse events in patients who are taking 
multiple drugs, there has long been a need for a 
book organized as this one is . By simply looking up 
the adverse event. one should be able to quickly 
determine how likely it is that the event may be 
caused by a drug and which drug is most likely to 
have caused the event. Obviously the value of such 
information is dependent upon the quality of the 
data . 
The largest and most important section of this 
book is the chapter on "clinical manifestations" 
wherein adverse drug effects are divided into I 
major categories which are. in turn. further subdi· 
vidf"d . The section on dermatologic manifestations. 
for example, is subdivided into severe cutaneous 
drug reactions (exfoliative dermatitis, Stevens· 
Johns~m synd rome. toxic epidermal necrolysis. 
systemic lupus erythematosus), other forms of 
cutaneous reactions (acneiform eruptions, contact 
dermatitis, rashes, etc. ), hyperpigmentation, and 
drug reactions related to hair and nails. With many 
of the adverse effects, the authors have attempted 
to provide some indication of which drugs are most 
commonly implicated. Since the book does not 
present any original findings but is instead a 
distillation of a good part of the published litera -
ture on adverse drug effects. many of these rough 
quantitations a re open to question. In some cases 
the authors have overlooked important published 
data on the frequency of specific adverse drug 
effects, and in other cases they have cited second -
ary sources rather than original reports. 
The book also incl udes chapters on drug interac-
tions, individual drugs and their adverse effects. 
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and pharmacologic mechanisms of adverse effects . 
The opening chapter is enti led "perspectives," and 
it contains the now customary. misleading, and 
often erroneous inferences on the nature and di -
mensions of the "adverse drug reaction problem." 
This is the only chapter in the book that is 
undocumented. 
Despite these reservations. the book is a useful 
one. Clinical de rmatolo~ists, student.s, and 
trainees will likely fi nd it to be helpful. 
Russell R . Miller. Pharm.D .. Ph.D. 
Boston. Massachusetts 
Current Dermatologic Management, Second 
Edition, Stuart Maddin. M.D. (ed.l. The 
C. V. Mosby Company. SI. Louis. 1975. (404 
pp; $39.50) 
The editor has solicited opinion on manage · 
ment of a wide variety of cutaneous disorders from 
212 consultants, many of whom are recognized 
authorities on the condition assigned to them . 
These therapeutic observations on both common 
and many uncommon disorders form the ba is for 
this compendium. 
Part One is devoted to brief explanat ions of 
various complex su rgical. cryosurgical. or radio-
logic procedures or to dermatologic treatment 
regimens. This section will be of most benefil to 
students and non ·dermatologist physicians to ac-
quaint them with the existence of, and rationale 
for, such techniques . The brevity of the presenta-
tions would hardly permit them to replace more 
elaborate texts on dermatologic surgery, radiation 
therapy , phototherapy. etc. which the dermatolo-
gist or dermatology resident wou ld wish to consult. 
The essays presented in this part are not uniform 
in quality or at.t.e ntio~ to important detail. 
Part Two, the main section. is devoted chiefly to 
management of the dermatologic disorders. For 
each disorder the editor has incorporated a brief 
section outlining major diagnostic criteria. a fea-
ture that en hances the value of this text for the 
student and non-dermatologist physician. rn gen-
eral , the contr ibutors to this section are to be 
commended for presenting well·accepted. non· 
speculat.ive approaches to therapy and for issuing 
appropriate caveats to the unskilled clinican where 
appropriate. This is not to say that the skilled 
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